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11

Preface

 
 

“I will try to love and help create a heaven on earth”—the most 
important sentence that I have written or may ever write.
 Many people already try to live by these simple, yet powerful, 
words without articulating this explicit promise. I believe that if 
we—one by one, million by million, billion by billion—would all 
accept this challenge, the world would progress immensely. Think 
about the words and use them to motivate yourself to reach out to 
love and help others.
 How did the pledge come into being? The groundwork was 
laid by years of psychoanalysis and follow-up analysis, faithful 
attendance at Sunday school and church, much prayer and 
thought, as well as many varied life experiences.
 The world may never really know me, or if it does I may 
someday be forgotten, as most of us are. But I believe those words 
and the concept behind them will live on.
 “I will try to love and help create a heaven on earth.” Think 
about it.
 Such an explicit, personal goal as this can drive humankind 
forward on a wonderful journey. I want my life to count. Dr. 
Milburn Calhoun, the publisher of this book, told me that he wants 
his life to count too. You want your life to count, don’t you? 
 Character is elemental in all forms of human endeavor. 
Resiliency is also necessary for many of life’s greatest challenges. 
A number of essays in this book convey these essential truths, 
one being, “A Prisoner’s Example: A Study of Nelson Mandela” by 
Rúna Bouius.
 Our very wise founding fathers made a serious pact in the 
form of our Declaration of Independence. That famous document 
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12        HOW TO ACHIEVE A HEAVEN ON EARTH

includes a reference to the pursuit of happiness. Such a concept is 
an attractive and desirable one, but I believe it can be carried too 
far if one lives a hedonic life. I once did. Instead of seeking only 
pleasure, we should, in many facets of our lives, delay gratification 
and seek to become part of a loving cause larger than ourselves.  
 The pledge is an invitation to join such a cause, either explicitly 
or implicitly. To help further this goal of guiding humankind 
toward a heaven on earth, I founded a charity, Soldiers of Love. 
This charity will be the beneficiary of half of my royalties from 
this book. Appendix A outlines the scope and achievements of 
this nonprofit entity.
 Humankind has progressed and relapsed since the dawn of our 
existence. Yet the expansion of all kinds of knowledge has been 
rapidly accelerating, especially in the last few decades. Experts 
estimate that our knowledge is doubling about every ten years. 
 Our connectivity has expanded with the telegraph, telephone, 
radio, television, fax machines and the Internet. The computer 
and the Internet have increasingly allowed us to avoid duplicating 
knowledge. Now we can avoid searching, researching, inventing, and 
developing ideas that are available elsewhere within our company, 
government, organization or the entire base of human knowledge.
 This increase in our knowledge has resulted in a doubling of 
human longevity, although the benefit is unevenly enjoyed around 
the world. For many of us and in many ways, life is easier than 
it used to be, from health to recreation to travel to the valuable 
time saved by modern home appliances. Formerly extremely 
poor nations, such as China and India, are making giant strides in 
advancing beyond their past states of abject poverty.
 Beyond knowledge comes imagination. Albert Einstein said, 
“Imagination is more important than knowledge.” I firmly concur 
with this giant thinker’s opinion. 
 What does our enormous capacity for knowledge and imagi-
nation mean to a heaven on earth? These two basic ingredients 
can allow us to progress, but they in themselves are not enough. 
I deeply believe that since the dawn of humankind each of us 
and all of us have a little piece of God within us that goes beyond 
our human knowledge and imagination. Expressed another way, 
there’s a hero inside each of us and all of us. We are made up of 
mind, body and spirit, with spirit being another way of identifying 
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Preface        13

that little piece of God. Our knowledge, imagination and our little 
piece of God combined with God Almighty’s support will carry us 
to a heaven on earth. 
 I believe that God has always intended that humankind achieve 
a heaven on earth, with the necessary help of His enduring, 
steadfast love. All the great religions of the world teach the Golden 
Rule, to “Do unto others as we would have them do unto us.” Let 
us build on that.
 The ten elements that I believe are essential to our achieving a 
heaven on earth are: 

 1. Peace
 2. Security
 3. Freedom
 4. Democracies
 5. Prosperity
 6. Spiritual Harmony
 7. Racial Harmony
 8. Ecological Harmony
 9. Health
 10. Moral Purpose and Meaning (doing the right thing with 

regard to word and deed)
 
 Peace: The major keys to peace lie in our ability to prosper 
and spread democracies worldwide. Going beyond toleration to 
respect of all loving faiths is also critical. Advancing to general 
acceptance and appreciation across racial lines will build peace 
within and between nations.
 The lessons of Afghanistan and Iraq, not to mention World War 
II, show the extreme burden in spreading democracies through 
military action. As you will see from Michael N. Nagler’s and 
Rodolphe Adada’s essays herein, Mahatma Gandhi’s methods of 
nonviolent actions coupled with a more effective utilization of the 
United Nations can allow us to proceed along a nonviolent path 
that will be far superior to combat.
 In the short to intermediate term, the United States must 
maintain its military strength, especially to help stop genocide 
anywhere and aggression by non-democratic nations such as 
North Korea.
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14        HOW TO ACHIEVE A HEAVEN ON EARTH

 The good news lies in the long term, as the entire globe 
becomes more integrated on a wholesome economic basis and as 
governments evolve into stable democracies.
 
 Security: We must strive to gain security from terrorism and 
crime. It is critical that we stop radical Islamics. History is 
replete with fanatics such as Hitler who somehow gain power 
with genocide and aggression. Recognizing the danger and acting 
internationally through winning minds and hearts without letting 
up on international pressure are essential to a victory over 
terrorism. For example see Paul Marek’s powerful essay, “A Look at 
Radical Islam” and James K. Glassman’s persuasive contribution, 
“How to Win the War of Ideas.”
 Legalizing forbidden drugs can rid us of the failures of 
Prohibition II including extensive national and international 
crime. See Walter Wink’s essay summarizing this serious problem 
and a critical part of its solution.
  
 Freedom: Freedom is prized by all humans whether they 
currently possess it or not. Implicit in the democratic ideal is that 
free individuals will generally act in their own best interests. And 
the sum of a free society’s actions will allow a greater whole than 
with nations who repress its people.
 We must be careful in exercising our freedom. Consider Chef 
Paul Prudhomme’s essay, “The Lost Art of Family Meals.” We 
must also cherish our freedom as shown by three other essays 
that examine various aspects of human freedom or the lack 
thereof. “Undivided Hearts” by Debra Rosenman even addresses 
the imprisonment of chimpanzees along with a more universal 
concern of all beings on earth.
 
 Democracies: Democracies worldwide in the long run would be 
the best kind of government for reaching and enjoying a heaven on 
earth, for they empower the individual and ultimately societies to 
make good choices. History has shown that democratic governments 
are less likely to make war with one another. Additionally, they 
discourage tyrants who are corrupted by power. Democracies provide 
for the orderly transfer of power. However, we must realize that 
elections don’t necessarily produce the best leader in every case. 
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 Education and economic well-being lay the groundwork for 
stable, successful democracies. Democracies thrive with wise, 
capable and honest leaders as well as citizens who recognize the 
optimum balance of capitalism tempered with democracy.
 
 Prosperity: Capitalism tempered with democracy and free, 
fair trade can lead to worldwide growth and wealth, which can 
benefit each of us and all of us to the degree that our own talents 
and resources permit. Preparation and opportunity go hand in 
hand with self-discipline and hard work. Each of us must strive 
for financial literacy and make it our business to know what we 
own. We have a responsibility beyond ourselves in our wealth. We 
are not meant to love money, but to treat it with respect and be 
generous toward worthy ends.
 Education, the rule of law, and prudent, simple tax laws 
encourage prosperity. Effective, honest and stable governments 
also promote prosperity. Each democracy can decide on its own 
form of economic safety nets. 
 In this section Alice Schroeder presents “10 Ways to Get 
Rich—On Warren Buffett,” which goes all the way from methods 
to gain a fortune to philanthropy after achieving it.
 I believe that a heaven on earth will still find us with varying 
degrees of personal wealth, yet all will have their basic needs 
fulfilled. Poverty will no longer exist. Each of us and all of us will 
be grateful for what God entrusts to us.

 Spiritual Harmony: We must move beyond religious tolerance 
to real respect among all the world’s loving spiritual beliefs and 
practices. Even differing beliefs can lead to similar values, which 
in turn may lead to behavior that is acceptable to God. Loving 
religions teach us how to live our lives and how to cope with 
our own mortality. God’s enduring, steadfast love will empower 
us here, just as I firmly believe that love will allow all the other 
elements.
 Chris Beneke’s essay demonstrates how George Washington 
and Benjamin Franklin practiced real religious civility, a discipline 
which will be needed globally. 

 Racial Harmony: While the lack of racial harmony goes back to 
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16        HOW TO ACHIEVE A HEAVEN ON EARTH

ancient times, that certainly doesn’t mean that we can’t overcome 
this obstacle. Our nation has moved forward largely by peaceful 
means over recent decades, including the election of an African-
American president. Many other nations have also advanced in this 
march toward racial harmony. In our country we owe much of this 
nonviolent racial progress to Martin Luther King, Jr. See “Where 
Do We Go From Here?” in that great leader’s own words. The Gold-
en Rule is especially important in treating others with respect.

 Ecological Harmony: We must tend to the world’s God-
given environment—emphasizing natural beauty and perpetual 
conservation. Concurrently, we must achieve a balance between 
those worthy goals and the necessity of rescuing those in abject 
poverty as well as maintaining all nations’ economic progress.
 Examples in this section include excerpts from Al Gore’s Nobel 
Peace Prize acceptance speech concerning global warming; 
Michael Gerson’s essay about the Prince of Wales’ pioneering 
ecological awareness and earth-friendly practices on his country 
estate; and “Superstar Brad Pitt Makes It Right” by Renée Peck 
lauding a charity in the process of constructing futuristic homes 
for those displaced by Hurricane Katrina.

 Health: Technology and medical science are vital to advance the 
health of the world’s population. Additionally, our own physical, 
mental and spiritual habits must embody disciplines that promote 
good health. Death is inevitable until God acts to prevent it, but 
wholesome, active behavior can result in longer and longer lives 
as medical science, our habits and economic means progress.
 The quality of our well-being will eventually be assured not by 
inefficient and ineffective government programs, but rather by 
rewarding and continuing relationships between health providers 
and patients.
 Topics presented in this section include emotional healing, the 
actual health benefits of satisfying sex, and even the possibility of 
death because of the lack of dental care.

 Moral Purpose and Meaning: Moral purpose and meaning is 
perhaps the hardest element to achieve. We do not always do 
the right thing day by day. Our DNA and environments are not 
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perfect. We have weaknesses that can result in horrors such 
as the Holocaust. But our flaws do not mean that a nurturing 
environment can’t lead to success after success until God finally 
takes over and pulls us out of the misery of our human condition. 
Examples in this area include Emilie Griffin’s essay about Mother 
Teresa and William Griffin’s essay concerning Billy Graham.

 Many of the essays, speeches and articles in this book provide 
practical and useful ways to achieve the above elements, whereas 
others are more general in nature. But all the contributions 
reach toward an optimistic, positive outcome. Prior to assuming 
the presidency, President-elect Obama wrote about his dreams 
for his presidency. President Bush’s presentation described the 
inspiration he experienced during 2007 from the examples of five 
outstanding people. One of the most critical aims of this book is to 
get away from the “noise” in the world, especially the unrealistic 
pessimism and cynicism that pervade the media.
 The whole is greater than the sum of its parts. This applies to 
all parts of this book including this Preface, the essays, speeches 
and articles as well as Appendix A and the Additional Reading 
List. This concept also encompasses each and every life as we 
strive for one awesome human village. Of course, we will never 
completely reach our supreme fulfillment until God intervenes.
 When I started this quest to seek guidance from others about 
how to achieve a heaven on earth, I was thinking in terms of each 
of us and all of us, the whole of humankind. Yet as the essays came 
in, I realized that it has been and is quite possible to achieve a 
heaven on earth individually. Thus, in the past and present, many 
may have essentially attained a heaven on earth in mind, body 
and spirit.
 That does not mean that we can achieve perfection, but rather 
something spiritual and meaningful that approaches a joyful, 
contented state, full of purpose. We can’t be self-absorbed and 
do the right thing in word and deed at the same time, and it is 
doubtful that we could achieve inner peace while ignoring the 
needs of others anyway. Each of us needs food, shelter, health 
care, education and certain other basic necessities. Beyond that, 
much of life can be an unsatisfying accumulation of “things” if we 
are not grateful to our Maker and don’t give back to others.
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18        HOW TO ACHIEVE A HEAVEN ON EARTH

 I believe the above ten elements and the individual paths to a 
heaven on earth apply to each one of us as well as all of humankind. 
This book is meant to engender serious thinking about how 
humankind can do our part to achieve a heaven on earth. If we 
don’t have a worthwhile and definite destination in mind, it is 
highly questionable that we will ever be able to reach it.
 Humankind must reach out for our ultimate destiny. Each of 
us and all of us must pledge “I will try to love and help create 
a heaven on earth.” We must also seek to implement the ten 
elements for all of humankind. A heaven on earth. I invite you 
to think about it, imagine it, dream about it, pray about it, and, 
ultimately do something to bring it about.
 
 Love to Within, Love to Without, God’s Enduring, Steadfast 
Love to Within and Without
 
 John E. Wade II
 Editor
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… for God, all things are possible. 
 —Matthew 19:26
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“… for God, all things are possible.” 
Matthew 19:26

By Donald R. Frampton

“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not 
perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19)

 
History is replete with stories of tragedy and disaster. It is particular 
news to no one that human life necessarily means times of sorrow 
and joy, failure and success, bitter disappointment and jubilant 
accomplishment. The biblical poet is at his philosophical best in 
describing life not as an “either/or,” but a “both/and” proposition: 
“For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter 
under heaven: a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is 
planted . . . a time to break down and a time to build up . . . a time 
to weep, and a time to laugh. . . .” (Ecclesiastes 3)
 The rain falls on the good and the evil, every generation of 
philosophers has concluded.
 “That’s life,” we, the heirs of this age-old wisdom, have thus 
learned to say. Laws of nature do not treat everyone alike, nor do 
they make exceptions for good, as opposed to evil, people.
 But simple stoicism in the wake of catastrophe is never the 
answer, for such only adds insult to the injury of life’s tragedies. 
When “life happens,” what matters most is not how we act, but 
how we react. 
 Hurricane Katrina was a killer storm in every sense. People not 
only lost their homes, their communities, and their livelihoods; 
some 1400 persons perished in its deadly waters. The general pop-
ulation remained in various places of exile for nearly two months 
until it was safe to return. Now, a year and a half after the storm, the 
city is less than half its pre-Katrina size with the overall situation 
being too daunting, too depressing, to justify re-establishing roots. 
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 Others, however, remain—have chosen to remain—seeing 
in the storm’s deadly aftermath not the end, but a possible new 
beginning. Such is the case of the church I serve as senior pastor, 
a dedicated congregation of folk whose reaction to Katrina was 
fundamentally shaped by its Christian identity—children of a 
loving God and disciples of a gracious Lord. Because of our faith, 
we have been able to hear, even in the cacophony of voices of 
gloom, God’s clear voice of promise and new power—the God 
who “makes all things new.” 
 Katrina actually gave us new purpose. We fed, clothed, and 
housed. We cleared and cleaned, and gutted and gutted and 
gutted. Recently we shifted into building new housing. 
 And what have we seen for our efforts? Each day, we see God’s 
“new thing” in floor joists, and siding, and fresh landscaping. Each 
day we see God’s “new thing” in the faces of incredibly kind and 
generous volunteers from all over the country who, van by van, 
come to our city for an entire week. Each day we see God’s “new 
thing” in the tears and laughter and joy of once hopeless citizens 
as they watch their new homes going up right before their eyes. 
 But more than this, every day that we rip out moldy walls or 
nail down new plywood flooring, we are able to see God’s “new 
thing” reflected in our own faces. In the corporate face of an 
erstwhile ordinary church now transformed into a full-blown 
mission center, we see the face of God. 
 All things are possible for this God, we would testify, the One 
whom we worship and adore, and who, through us, gives us the 
power to make all things new.
 Katrina was one of the most devastating natural disasters ever to 
affect the United States. At the same time, however, it has taught 
us about a God who teaches us never to lose hope—a powerful, 
providential God who made heaven and earth, and who plainly, 
plainly is still about the business of making all things new.

Don Frampton, senior pastor at St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian 
Church in New Orleans, Louisiana, is the son of a Presbyterian 
minister. In 1975 he received a B.A. in history with a minor in religion 
at the University of South Carolina. He was elected the National 
Undergraduate Chairman of Kappa Alpha Order and was active in 
fraternity affairs.
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 Dr. Frampton received his D. Min. degree from Columbia Theological 
Seminary with a faculty prize for biblical scholarship. He has served 
three Presbyterian churches with outstanding achievements in 
invoking membership and stewardship as well as community and 
international benevolences. His church and civic leadership during 
the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina has been inspiring to many in and 
beyond St. Charles Avenue Presbyterian Church.
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Peace

It is good that war is so horrible, or we 
might grow to like it. 
 —Robert E. Lee
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